THE EGGSHELLS GO TO SEA         4$
of metal or mineral. This was a thing of no account
in the judgment of the captain at first sight, and yet
for novelty it was kept, in respect of the place from
whence it came."
Cautious as he was by temperament, Frobisher found
himself sailing up a broad channel heading east nor'
east, and was unable to doubt any longer. The last
week in July he sailed for sixty leagues. He named the
strait after himself "like as Magellanus at the south-
west end of the world, having discovered the passage
to the South Sea."
At last Martin himself went ashore. He took his
one boat with eight men and his faithful Hall. Won-
ders now crowded upon them. They found signs of a
fire on the ground and Frobisher also "saw mighty deer,
that seemed to be man-kind, which ran at him; and
hardly he escaped with his life in a narrow way, where
he was fain to use defence and policy to save his life."
This passage in Best's brief but excellent report is re-
garded generally as obscure. It is possible, however,
that the "mighty deer" were moose and their apparent
humanness no more than a vivid impression of the ob-
server. Perhaps it was a doe charging to defend her
young. Perhaps the sudden vindictive savagery of the
attack seemed a human trait to the men from a war-
torn Europe. Whatever it was, they forgot the excite-
ment of seeing animals behave like men in the new
wonder of men who at first appeared to be animals.
Ashore on the top of a hill Frobisher "perceived a num-
ber of small things fleeting in the sea afar off, which he
supposed to be porpoises, or seals or some strange fish;
but coming nearer he discovered them to be men in
small boats made of leather." Eskimos in kayaks, no
doubt, and the astonishing craftsmanship in the design
and manufacture of these boats is sufficient to justify
Frobisher's supposition. His habitual caution was